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Big Idea Workers use their special skills to honor God and to serve others.
Bible Passage Bezalel and Oholiab—Exodus 35:30  —36:7
Knowing God He Is Good

Lesson Summary
Work is a gift from God! God’s first instructions to Adam 
included a responsibility and an opportunity—he was to 
take care of the garden and to name the animals. God has 
given His people rewarding work ever since. In this quarter, 
children will explore a variety of occupations from Old 
Testament times. In this lesson, they will learn from the 
examples of the tabernacle craftsmen, Bezalel and Oholiab. 
Kids will see that God is good—providing opportunities to 
learn skills that glorify Him. They should respond to God’s 
goodness by doing their very best in whatever they do.

Bible Background
The work of building the tabernacle began soon after Moses 
had come down from his second meeting with God on 
Mount Sinai. God commanded the people to build a tab-
ernacle and gave specific instructions on its construction. 
God’s people offered their jewelry, fabrics, precious metals, 
fine animal skins, oil, and gems to be used in the building 
and worship process. The Israelites had collected these items 
from the Egyptians (Exodus 12:35-36) and now they gave 
these offerings willingly and sacrificially. The tabernacle 
would be the first real place where the Israelites could expe-
rience God’s presence among them.

Teacher Devotional
As a child, your first work was probably some household 
chore, maybe taking care of a pet or helping your mother or 
father. Work is a fundamental element of life. Is it something 
you appreciate and do gladly, or something you fulfill out of 
obligation and necessity? Reflect on your attitude regarding 
work, and consider what you want to pass on to your 
students this quarter. If your view needs revision, ask God 
to change your outlook. How you see work will color how 
your children begin to think about it.

Dear Lord, as we begin a new quarter together, fill my mind 
with Your goodness. Help me grasp Your perspective of work so I 
can model it as I prepare each lesson. I know that every skill and 
talent You have given me can be used in service to You. Help 
the children develop the skills You have given them so they can 
glorify You. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Check out the 
activities and downloads 
on pages 94-96 of this 

Teacher Guide!
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DISCIPLE TARGETS In this lesson, your children will...

Knowledge (truths) ConduCt (actions)CharaCter (emotions)
•	 God is good. (Psalm 119:68)

•	 Bezalel and Oholiab were two 
skilled workers who helped build 
the tabernacle. (Exodus 36:1)

•	 God gives everyone abilities to 
use as they work.   
(Romans 12:4-8)

•	 God wants them to use their skills 
for Him and to serve others.  
(1 Corinthians 10:31)

•	 Glad that God is good. 

•	 Confident that God will give 
them the skills they need to 
do His work.

•	 Eager to learn a new skill.

•	 Inspired to work hard for the 
Lord in all they do.

•	 Tell how God has shown His 
goodness to them.

•	 Identify skills God has given 
them.

•	 Pray for God’s help in using 
and developing their skills.

•	 DiscipleSkill: Be Responsible—
Choose to do their best when 
working.

Work
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SUPPLIES

DISCIPLESHIP TIP

Children this age learn better if you can connect 
something they already know to the new information 
you want them to absorb. Use what you know about 
your students to make the activities relevant to them, 
and they will more easily capture the essence of the Bible 
lesson.

General Supplies
 Bibles, Disciple Guides (pages 1-4)
 Pencils, markers, crayons
 Paper, notecards, scissors, tape, glue

Make Disciples
 Shepherd’s Bag, cup and plate (toy or real) 

Spark Interest
	 •WORKER	GUESSING	GAME:	six	to	eight	different	
   occupational tools
	 •GOD	IS	GOOD	RAP:	none

Explore Scripture
 Teaching Picture 1B.1—Oholiab
 Teaching Picture 1B.2—the tabernacle

Inspire Action
	 •MY	TALENTS:	no	additional	supplies
	 •DUSTING	MITT:	5”	pieces	of	cloth,	dark	ink	pen,	
	 	 	glue	gun,	glitter	glue,	puff	paints

Opening Prayer
Ask children to fold their hands and bow their heads to 
show God their respect. Praise God for His goodness in 
giving each child skills and abilities. Pray that they will have 
chances to learn new skills that glorify God and help them 
serve others.

WorldWatch
See page 90 for more information on WorldWatch.

Missionary Biography 1 of 12—Gladys Aylward—Everyone 
Says “No”  Missionary stories can have a profound impact on 
children. Take 1-2 minutes to read this brief narrative. Download 
discussion questions at DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

Gladys is frustrated. She is certain God has called her to 
China, but everyone says no! “You’re too old to learn the 
language.” “You’re too poor to buy the ticket.” “You’re 
not smart enough to teach the Bible.” “You can’t be a 
missionary!”

Gladys chooses to trust God, because He has called her to 
be a missionary. Gladys begins preparing. She saves every 
extra penny for a train ticket. After work, she preaches 
about Jesus in the park. At night, she reads books about 
China. Finally, the day comes! Gladys buys a train ticket 
and begins her 8,000-mile journey to China!

Missions Education—God’s Great Job
To add this component to the lesson, download the teacher 
script at DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

KeyVerse
Topic: Work
Reference: 1 Corinthians 10:31

Memorization Activity: Read the verse from your favorite  
Bible translation and explain any difficult words or phrases. 
Bring out your Shepherd’s Bag (see page 95 for making a 

Shepherd’s Bag) and let children guess what is inside (cup and 
plate). Let a volunteer take the plate and cup from the bag. 
Accept ideas of what the items stand for.

Write the Bible verse on a board. Add actions to the verse 
to make it fun and help children remember it. Use eating 
actions for “eat,” drinking actions for “drink,” spread arms 
wide for “glory,” and look up for “God.” Say the verse several 
times first, then add the actions.

God Is So Awesome
Download the entire recitation at DiscipleLand.com/downloads. 
See page 94 in this Teacher Guide for more information. For 
this first lesson, teach children the following:

Teacher: What is God like? 
Children: God is awesome!

God is Good
He stands for all that’s best. (stand erect, smile, and nod head)

Bonus Resources
Access free downloads for this lesson at 
DiscipleLand.com/downloads.
•	Contemporary	Dee	Cy	Paul	Chip	(discipleship)	story
•	Puppet	script	and	lesson	“bookends”
•	More	activity	ideas
•	Activity	templates	and	downloads
•	Explore Scripture teacher notecards

Teacher—Decide where to place these elements into    
this lesson.

  Make 
Disciples

12

Lesson 1

© 2019 DiscipleLand. Permission to reproduce for class use only.



OR

1
1B  •  At Work With God  •  Lesson 1
©2015, DiscipleLand. All rights reserved. Illegal to reproduce.

1

Starting with the “G,” go clockwise and write every other letter 
in the spaces below. Keep going around the circle, writing every 
other letter, until you complete the special message about God.

G                                                                                     
                                                                             !Always
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Work

How has God 
shown His goodness 

to you?
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Worker Guessing Game (10 minutes)
This simple game intrigues children about the topic of work. 
Supplies: six to eight different occupational tools such as: 
a hard hat, law enforcement badge, stethoscope, wrench 
or hammer, textbook, musical instrument, Bible, whisk, 
gardening tool, etc.

Place your assortment of tools and equipment in a container 
or beneath a blanket so they can’t be seen. Tell the children 
that since the they are going to be learning about work 
and different kinds of workers, they get to guess the uses 
of different kinds of tools and equipment. Let one child at 
a time put a hand in the container and take out an object 
(be sure to use only safe, blunt objects). See if the child can 
identify it; if not, ask for others to do so. Then call on a child 
to state a job that the object could be used for. 
Once the child guesses, name other potential jobs 
that item could be used for. Then give another 
child a turn to take out an object.

“God Is Good” Rap (5-10 minutes)
This playful rap introduces God’s goodness.

Introduce the character quality of goodness. 
Explain that God is truly, completely good—
there’s nothing bad or wrong in Him at all. Every-
thing He does, says, and asks of us is good. That 
means we can know God will always do what’s 
right and best and never something that might 
hurt or be bad for us.

Tell the children that together you’re all going to 
do the “God is Good” rap. Have them chant the 
repetitive lines with you and move or stamp one 
foot rhythmically. Insert the third lines below or 
make up your own. 

“God is good, 
God is good, 
*_____________________ 
God is [let children shout] GOOD!” 

*Lines to insert:

He made the world.
He loves you and me.
He sent His only Son.
He waits for us in heaven.
He answers prayer.
He is ready to forgive.
He provides our daily food.
He gives us work to do.
He conquers sin and death.
He never does wrong.

Disciple Guide—page 1
Direct children to complete the puzzle, and give examples 
of God’s goodness from your life. Complete this page at the 
beginning of class or after a Spark Interest activity.

Teacher—Choose one activity that will involve students 
and grab their attention.

  Spark 
Interest
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These men used their skills to honor God. Bezalel was 
good at some things, and Oholiab was good at others. 
Draw lines from the skill to the worker who did it.

Why does God give us special skills?

Bezalel

Oholiab
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Teacher—Present the Bible lesson. Include Teaching 
Pictures and exercises from the student Disciple Guides. 

Exodus 35:30—36:7
If possible, ask three teens or men to read the parts of 
Moses, Bezalel, and Oholiab. Otherwise, use different voices 
as you read or say their parts. Open your Bible to Exodus 
35:30—36:7.

Have you been on a long trip before? How long were you 
gone from home? Encourage responses. When God’s people, 
the Israelites, were walking through the wilderness to the 
land God promised them, they traveled for 40 years! Every 
night they camped. Every time God said to move, they had 
to pick up everything and take it with them.

God wanted His people to have a special place where He 
could be among them. God wanted them to know He 
was with them during this difficult time wandering in 
the desert. God was being good to His people. 
Goodness is part of who God is. 

So God told Moses, “Build a special tent called 
a tabernacle where you can worship Me! Make it 
beautiful, with lovely designs and bright colors. 
Weave pictures of angels in special curtains on 
the tent walls. Use threads of real gold and silver 
in the cloth. Build the furniture inside with 
real gold, silver, and bronze.” What a beautiful 
place it would be! 

Moses knew that building the tabernacle exactly 
like God wanted was very important. God even 
told Moses who was going to supervise the whole 
job. God chose two skillful workers, Bezalel and 
Oholiab, to be in charge of building the taber-
nacle. He had blessed these two men with many 
skills. They had learned and practiced until they 
had become the very best, and God used these 
talents to build His tabernacle. Are you learning 
to play the piano, or speak another language, or 
some other skill? Allow responses. These skills are 
important to God. Do your very best so  God can 
use your talents to glorify His Name.

Moses stood before the people of Israel. 
Bezalel and Oholiab were beside him. Moses 
announced, “People of Israel, look at these 
two men, Bezalel and Oholiab! God has chosen 
them to be in charge of building the tabernacle 
where we’ll worship Him. Bezalel, tell us what 
special skills God gave you.” 

Bezalel answered, “God has shown me how to make 
beautiful things with gold and silver. I can cut jewels, 
like diamonds, emeralds, and rubies, and set them into 
metal. And I can carve wood into beautiful shapes.” 

Moses said, “People of Israel, God has given Bezalel many 
talents he will use to help build the tabernacle. Hooray 
for God’s goodness!” Lead the children in a cheer. “Next, I 
present to you Oholiab. What will you do to help build 
the tabernacle?”

Oholiab replied, “God has shown me how to 
cut designs into wood or metal. I can weave 
fabric and sew it, and embroider beautiful 
designs on material.” Show the Teaching 
Picture 1B.1 of Oholiab. Moses announced, 
“God has also called Oholiab to help us build the taber-
nacle. Let’s hear it for God’s goodness!” Lead the children 
in another cheer. “Bezalel and Oholiab will use their 
talents from God to teach the rest of us how to work on 
the tabernacle! We’ll all help!” Encourage the children to 
cheer once more. 

     Explore 
Scripture
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Circle the special skills that God has given you.

 Workers use their special skills to honor God and 
serve others. Draw yourself working to show how 

you will help someone this week.

Singing

Reading

Writing stories

Helping others

Gardening

Playing sports

Cooking

Playing “make-believe”

Caring for animals

Solving puzzles

Drawing

Listening

Being dependable

Playing an instrument

M
y Talents

I like to 
help clean!

1BDG.indd   3 11/3/15   10:19 AM

answers will vary

God’s people were thankful He had blessed Bezalel and 
Oholiab with so many skills. Many other people worked 
with Bezalel and Oholiab for a long time to build, decorate, 
and furnish the tabernacle. Do you think they ever got 
tired? How do you feel when you’re working at something 
a long time, like a chore? Do you think the workers ever 

hit a thumb with a hammer or stabbed a 
finger with a needle while they sewed the 
colorful material? Probably. But they didn’t 
let those things keep them from doing their 
best. Finally, it was done! Show the Teaching 
Picture 1B.2 of the tabernacle. Bezalel and 

Oholiab had used the special talents God gave them to 
make a place for His people to worship Him!  

Isn’t it exciting to know that if God wanted you to do 
something, He would make sure you had all the talents 
and knowledge needed to do the job? God wants everyone 
to learn skills and do work. What kinds of work do kids 
like you do? Encourage responses. Explain that chores and 
schoolwork are important, too.

My Talents (10 minutes)
This thinking activity prompts children to consider 
using the talents and abilities God has given them 
at home or church. Supplies: paper, markers or 
crayons

Brainstorm with the kids all the abilities they 
already have. Encourage them to mime or do 
actions and sounds to demonstrate the skill or 
talent. Write all their ideas on the board. When 
they’ve run out of ideas or you have a good list, 
stop brainstorming. Give children materials to 
draw a picture of themselves using an ability they 
have to honor God or serve others. Once finished, 
ask children to share their pictures with the class.

Disciple Guide—page 2
Tell the children to draw lines from the skills to the pictures of 
Bezalel and Oholiab. Review the Bible passage to help them.

Disciple Guide—page 3
Read the list of skills on the page so children can circle abilities 
they have. Brainstorm others. Complete the HeartBeat.

God will help you learn skills that you can use to honor 
Him. Like Bezalel and Oholiab, find a subject you enjoy 
and then learn and practice until you are the best you can 
be. Has God given you talents or skills? Yes, He certainly 
has! Even if you don’t know what they all are yet, God is 
good and gives every one of us many talents and abilities. 
He wants each of us to work at the jobs and chores we 
have, and to do our best. 

Teacher—Choose one activity that will 
encourage learners to apply the Bible truth to 
their lives. 

  Inspire 
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Class Code:

How to be Faithful Workers
Work

1 Corinthians 1
0:

31

Be Responsible

Whose church 
did Cy visit?

Find the answer at 
DiscipleZone.com/1B1

4

Responsible workers try their best, 
ask for help when they need it, and 
don’t stop until the work is finished.

Ask a parent to write down two of your ideas of 
how you can be responsible at home and in school.

Draw a smiley face        in the boxes above when you are 
responsible in doing your work. Make sure someone checks your 
work before you draw. Thank God for helping you become a 
                    good worker.

1.                                                                                                                

2.                                                                                                                   
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do my homework right away

keep my room clean

his aunt & 
uncle’s

Dusting Mitt (10-15 minutes)
This craft activity produces a tool children can use to help with 
housework and practice their serving skills. Supplies: two 5” 
pieces of terry cloth or cotton per child, dark ink pen, glitter 
glue, puff paints, glue, glue gun (optional)

Help each child trace his or her hand into a mitten shape 
on one piece of cloth, allowing for a ½” seam. Cut the mitt 
shape out along the outline. Lay this piece on top of the 
second and use glue or a glue gun to attach the two pieces. 
(You can also use fusible tape and an iron to attach the two 
halves.) Cut around the first piece to complete the mitten. 
After the glue is dried, let children decorate the backs of 
their mitts with glitter glue and puff paints. Once everything 
has dried, encourage children to practice dusting around the 
classroom, then take their mitts home to use. Remind kids 
that using their skills to serve others honors God.

Closing Prayer
Tell children they can tell God “thank you” for a talent or skill 
He’s given them. Go around the group so each child can pray 
a sentence of thanks for their specific skill. After children have 
prayed, praise God for being good. Ask God to help them to 
use their strength and skills to work hard at whatever they do.

Closing Words
Stand up if you ate cereal or bread today. Raise a hand if 
you drank milk or juice. Next time we’ll study about the 
kind of worker who produces food!

Disciple Guide—
page 4
Encourage kids to complete 
DiscipleZone before the 
next lesson. Explain that 
activities are available at a 
special website— 

DiscipleZone.com 
—where kids go to grow! 
Children should visit the 
website with their parents 
to complete the online      
activities.

DiscipleSkill 
How to Be Faithful Workers
During this quarter, your students will learn twelve character 
traits that are found in all good workers. Be sure to explain 
any difficult words and concepts they may encounter.

“Responsible” is a big word for this age group. Help your 
children understand that responsible workers simply do the 
job that they say they’ll do.

DiscipleZone.com
Direct children to DiscipleZone.com/1B1 for:

XploreMore  Discover more about God’s goodness!

SwordWork  Read Mark 4:1-9.

WorldWatch  Meet the Uyghurs of China.

Dee-Cy-Paul Live!  Cy helps out at a new church.

KeyVerse  Memorize 1 Corinthians 10:31.

HymnNotes  Learn “Go, Tell It on the Mountain.”

4

Teacher—Children should complete this page on their 
own or at home with a parent. 
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